
What You Need to Know About 
BCA Compliance  

‘If sustainability and 
energy efficiency are 
high on the agenda 
for a particular 
project, then the 
building should be 
constructed well 
beyond the 
requirements of the 
BCA.’ 

WHAT IS IT? 

BCA – THE MINIMUM REQUIREMENT 
It should always be remembered that the BCA outlines the minimum 
requirements so any building constructed only to the BCA 
requirements can be viewed as the least energy efficient building 
allowed. If a project only meets BCA requirements then there is little 
scope to promote it as being sustainable or energy efficient. Going 
beyond the requirements of the BCA will make the building more 
attractive to potential buyers or tenants. 

The Building Code of Australia (BCA) is produced and maintained 
by the Australian Building Codes Board on behalf of the Federal 
Government and state and territory governments. The BCA has 
been given the status of building regulations by all states and 
territories. It sets out minimum requirements for new construction 
and significant refurbishment. There are various sections dealing 
with the different aspects of buildings, from construction methods 
and materials to fire safety requirements, to lighting and 
ventilation requirements and energy efficiency. 
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Key Points 
SECTION J 
The section of the BCA dealing with the energy efficiency of a 
building is Section J.  The objective of this section is ‘to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by efficiently using energy’.  

There are two ways to comply with the requirements of Section J. 
The first way is to comply with each and every individual 
requirement of the section. This method is called Deemed to Satisfy 
or DTS. The second method is by building simulation or JV3. In this 
method the building is modeled and compared to a reference 
building. This method allows for new or innovative designs that do 
not meet the DTS requirements to still be used if they provide 
energy efficiency improvements. This method will generally be 
more expensive due to the time required to model the building and 
can only be completed by someone experienced in building 
modeling. 

Commercial buildings need to meet the requirements of Section J – 
assessment and compliance reports are necessary as part of the 
Development Application process. Section J assessment is a 
complex task. Clarence Consultants team members are experts 
trained to carry out assessments and to advise on the best designs 
options available. 

THE ELEMENTS OF SECTION J 
Sections J1, J2 and J3 deal with the way in which the building must 
be constructed to improve energy efficiency in areas that are air 
conditioned or likely to be air conditioned in the future. This 
section includes assessment of the insulation of the roofs, walls and 
floors, an assessment of the glazing and the requirements to seal 
up the building to prevent loss of conditioned air. This section aims 
to lower the air conditioning requirements through good 
construction and good building practice. 
 
Section 5 deals with the efficiency of mechanical systems such as 
fans, air conditioners, water chillers and pumps. This section 
ensures that the mechanical services installed in the building are 
using energy efficiently. 
 
Section 6 deals with the lighting efficiency and sets parameters on 
both the layout and the efficiency of the fittings used.  
 
Section 7 deals with the efficiency of the hot water system installed 
in the building.  
 
Section 8 outlines the requirements that must be allowed for or put 
in place for maintenance of all of the services in the building. This is 
to ensure that all services can continue to operate at their 
maximum efficiency by being regularly maintained.  

The information in this face sheet is general in nature and does not address specific issues involved in any 
job. For a more detailed assessment for your requirements, contact the team at Clarence Consultants. 

  

 


